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Sco�land, the cus�odians o� Cast l e Urquhart� had subrnit�ed �resh proposals 

for the si�e .. In l a�e September ,96 �he Highland Council�s planning 

cornmitte re�uied to allow the propdsed £2.5 million development to go 

ahead (NIS 128)u The new plan$ are �or 120 car parking spaces � plus 12 
4 caravans and some bike space . Along with a v i sitor centre, clad 

i '('j ::; . •  :.. 'Ci (:1 :::;. t_. 0 'f! �· " 
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This would include a 75 sea� tearoom, a display area to 

and a Historic Sco�land shoP � There would also be an 

'interpretion area'� toile�s a�d be �ronted b� an access tower . A two .:..nd 

.:;.. ·:::p_s . . � ... ;···t.�·t .. · •;:�e.;":�.!··· coni:.-1·-·s�s.c:-t .. i o·n p�··,.-. :i. od i :.:; ::i-U.9':;:!e::::. ·t..:::d in t.he p 1.:;;. n.. l=i :::.pok.:::·::::.m.:.:t"t 
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any imendments to the initial plans� Saying i� 

discuss �hem un�il �he counc i l has a chance to 

impossible �o come �o any proF�r conclusion 

�he comple�e propos�ls. But on the brie� ou�line given� 

.:::i i ff.::�t"·ey·tc•�.:·:::; -��r.:::· t.h;.::· r!,.;:�·y,·J: .. ion o·f ::;.;.:n;::L:�.'l: .. ()'t'"il7�· c l.�.dd i ·(!'�i .:..Y·id 
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H.Su seem de�ermined �o h�ve �heir sales ou�le� and �earoom/res��uran� 

( ,,_sh i ch�:·:···/ET·) • 
t.he ':::P::·.::,,I."·S 

du.r·· i Yl':?. t.hE· 
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In Orumnadrochi� there is the Glen res�auran�, which over 

h.::;.:=. m.:•."!"!·:!!.•;}'!:'d t_.(::, sur·'·/ i '•/E' n .  I� 1 t,!·"lOU.';:�h fot·· :::.O!'!'!l:=· ':::l•:::·.::•.t .. ·:::) t t. ell. d Cl o:=.e 

win�er . Above �he Mini-m�r�, in Lewis�on� is/ w�s a ver� nice 
�·�h l. eh 1:,i-·w·ou.•:Jh nurt'tet ... ou.:::. rn.:..n.�.·::�em•::·y·,t_. ch .:;._yp;;:t.:::·::; O'·.tE·i·"· t.h•:::· !:�·:::·.�r·::; 

s�ruggled �o rema1n v1able. However las� year i� was closed� again. A few 

!;:�e.:..r · ·:::. ·='··�K') .�.no i: .. l·"tE:'I·... p£·-·cq::· ·=:·l·-·1:..':� t::)n t..h,;:· or;:•po::::. i ·t.,;::· :::.!. d.::· 

Menzies garage in Lewiston� opened as a cafe� �he 

o� �he m�in road ne�r �o 

Monster Bi�e� bu� 

.:.. cou.p 1.:.::· (:tf :::-�=-:..::::.o·c,::; :• it. c:l·-,.�.-n9.:::-d 1..1.:s.:2 :• it... :,..�.;:..::;:. .::.. b.:..r.. 1.:..:::. t. •;::�;::· .:H·' � I t.h i ·ni--:." The 

Hotels e�cn do me�ls , snacks and bar meals. I do not believe there is need 

for more capact�Y in the area. Any provided in �he proposed Cas�le 

cornp 1 e::< cou.l d t . . �.l-o: . .::· ms_s.ch n.::·.::·.::h::·d t.t··.:;.d.::�·. f't-·om t.h,;:· Di· .. ·iJ.f!i'f"t·:;;.c,t··och it. .:ox· e .:.. • For·· .::.. 
compari�ively short period of the year there is a grea� need for more 

parking at the Castle" But for the maj ori�y of �he �ime �1at is there, 

seems to be adequa�e . Perhaps the most sensible aThi acceptable resolution 

would be a Park & Ride scheme from Orumnadrochit, �o be implemented during 

the season�s peak. 

Recently speaking to a young Austrlian .couple visi�ing a neighbour, I 
was told they had visi�ed Castle l�qu��rt� In fact they had spent �hree 

days in Scotland(!). F irs� going �o see S� Andrews and play a round on a 

Andrews very expensive)� Gary is a keen gol�er u Then 
dt··i· . .. ·in9· u.p to see Loch Ness . He said �hey went to the Castle not because 

i 1:.. '···'-:.. ::::. C: .:;. :.::. 1� l. e U r·· ·� s.d-1 -��r t. , b u. t_. be.::: .::•.IJ. :.:; e i 1:.. s,..L:). :::. on Loch Ness� Th�y h.:..d E·1·1,j O':=!E·d 

b\;,-1 t_.he -it, but s�id they had been surprised and disappoin�ed 

'transportables' on siteu The Au.str�lian term �or 'Por�a Kabins'" I was 

able �o explain wha� w�s l1�ppening and ask their opinion. Gar� said �hey 

h-:1.d b• :::·E··o .:1.bl·::· t.o p.:t.!·"·l<. s .•. sii:..l-"tO'J.t. bot.h.:::·r', »::· .�rl<:;:t 1"·1.�:..1::! .. fil::::.o 1: .. 1···�-:1.1: .. t_.!·"tl!::·!:::l :,._:()U. l .:::! h.� .... ,..:::­

been happy �o use a ,Park & Ride' facility. I know one co�pl e does no� 

. ;j. bu.t . �rorn vl.si�ors· would seem 

relev�n� . They were going on �o tour �he continen� � for �bou� 28 days. 

It seems �his debate is se� �o cont i nue �or some t1me . Al�hous� a more 
repor� did suggest there could be more 

·t: .. l· .. ,.�.-n h.::..d b.:::·er·t pt··.:::···l i ()SJ.::.:; l•:::t ·t.hou.���l·Yt. .. · I 
o� the local re s i dents in 

wonder abou.� tha�� Perhaps 

there would be, i� �he amended plan h�d been �or improved parking� with 

t.()i 1.:::·1:.. ·f.:. . .::i l it.i-=2::.. � .::..nd :,.Ji t .. hou.t. t) .. ,e pi·- ·.:::.po:::: . .;::·c.t cor!'!ffiE·t .. ·•=i-::..1 j_'!Yt..:;:·r··e:..:::.1:,. 
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Another Inverness Courier i�em, this one �rom �id-May� carried �ews o� 

IJ.nu::::.u . . :a.l tha� Nessie is an alien 

dimension, .;:.. ghos�, or even a vampire� �ould be put to the test 

t.hi:.:::. The London-based Enigma Rese�rch Society will organize the 

event, which will be cen�red on the I nvermoristorr Camping �nd Caravan site 

f·;-··om .Ju.l·;:; �97� It has been inspired by the publicity generated by 
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/ .�.,. 

�he discovery o� wha� could �pparen�ly be Nessie�s l�ir <Edwards Deep : NIS 

129). I� is sugges�ed �hat as many 300 people could turn up �or the two 

: .•. i�·�· \.s:, h .::..pr::=-�:=·n i. 'i't·:;:�,. 
It_. 

pu.l:.':ll ic. 

t.o 

1,.,1 il l fe.:..·t.l.l.t"·�· ·:!!. series o� exo�ic sounding lec�ures� open �o �he 

pro�essional� M�rtin C�rroll� 
re search � Alan Bowers� and Enigma 

Richard Askewu R i chard 1s one 

t=�.;.t"· .�. 'f"r•:·r···rft-�i.l 

:,..: }. ·t.h P .::�.t"· .:;.do::< 

newer NIS members. He told the 

Cour i �T· ' ,. .L jiJ.:::.t. 

·f i '!"td OU.'I: .. .:..l:::;()lJ.t .. every�hing.� His �ascina�ion in· Loch Ness goes back to a 

childhood ho li day there. He has visited the loch twice as an 

300 research groups allted �o our 

l l. '•/ i 'l't g � 
I do t.hi :::. as a side project and plan to write a book abou� Loch Ness at 

some stage . Looki ng at it in detail and no� just concentrat1ng on Nessie.' 

i ::::. 

1,.,1 i 11 be suggesting �hat 

linked to the lbch. Asked about potential con�lict 

Richard said it was correct tha� they are no� l1ked by some� bu� �h�t they 
to ge� on with �nyone � Saying .that Richard Carter 

Ness Society now independent� e�rlier Nessletters) and himselr get on we ll 
ancl are good fri�nds . 

who will alsc be a� �he. loch during th�t time� said� 

I =· •• ,..,;::· b.::·e·n u.p I do not. r··�:·c.:�.l 1 h.:� .... , i. '(p�� t.o l·"!.:..i!'t!'!'!;;:;'l"' .::•. :::. t .�.!->:.•::· t.i·"it·�·ou.·;.�l·"! ·t�·.���::· i·"p;::·.:;.x··i:.. o·f 

a v�mpire . I am � bit sceptical about that; I �hink I shal l be stay1ng at 

t.!·"p=-:· ot. !· .. p;::·i·-· en.:! of t.hE· c.?:t.f!!f=·:::; i t.�:::· ... , 

Pt"·()O f � 
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in 
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I 
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reported in the Nesslet�ers many and varied 

have to say I do not hold myself. Bu� un�il 

ol·.)'l: .. . �. i '!"ted :• 

dd not really help 

must be open to all ideas. 

with seriou� investigation. 

On t.h�:· ·:.:w·(:.u.·n d ., .:1.t. ·t.he J.()Ch :• ·it. doe�. not. !Yt·:�.'t.'l� . .:::·;·"· I .• Jho i.:=:. do:i. ·ri'�� i,.Jh.::..t. :• i:)u.t. t.h,:::· 
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done .. This has resul�ed in a much improved credib i ll�Y ra�ing being given 

t.o :::.IJ.cl· .. , a� �he loch� Le� us hoPe that ·too much perc1evecl sillyness 
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Cob Pines and the Academy 0� Applied Sciences re�urn �o �he loch 

()U.t. 

responsibili�ies �nd priori�ies. 

rumours over the seasons� tha� 

::;.I,.:. eh 

li�e can br1ng o�her 

be back' � I recieved 

was seriously making plans to visi� Loch Ness in spring �97� but not �o 

publish anything at that time . 

Well I am very pleased to be able �o repo;�t that Bob Rines arr ived �� 

t.!·�����· l ()Cl·"! .:�.bou.t. ?t.l•"t .JU.'i't.:::· :•9'? n i"·l.;::· :,..:.�.::: . . :•.c:.-.::OH;p.::•.:f'l i .;:·ci 1:)1:J C:h.:l.\'"·1 ie t.•.II·"!C:hcd�'.f :' -�.'!'id 

o·r;e ()t�· '!:,.1 ... 10 ()·t..hET·:::... Th.:::·� : ... ��·t"·E· t.o be t. i--"::·r··e f·o;�· t.h!'"·•:::·E· :,..:l::-�·1·<.:,:::... Tl·"iE"Y \·"t·�:;.c:! .�:;. 
equipmen� boxes and p i eces o� sonar gear wi�h � hem . Al�hough I 

o·f 

being· oper��ion�l .. There were also a film crew and journalists arou�d .. 
they were to stay at the Drumnadrochi� Hotel and work from Gordon Menzies' 

l;::u::J.::.. t. ' !···k:q·-··�'.'] !'iki. Chr··u. i d !·���:�· ' .. Tl· .. ,.;::·'::! i·"!·�:;.d ·no ·f :i. >=>:::·d p l .:•.·r,:�:. b1,.1.'l:.. 1,..1.::;·r··�· hop i ·r":� ·to 

repea� some of the i r sonar experments of the '70s. 
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Au.-:;�v.:::. t. '-'·' i 1 1  � h e  25�h �nn i v � r s � r y  o� · � h e  Ac�de my g e � � i n g �he , F l i pper 
P ic � ue r s � �  I be l i e ve Bob has m � de one or �wo br i e � v i s i � s �o �he l od1 i n  
� h e  i n � e r v e n i ng ye ar s � b u t  t h i s  i s , I t h i nk , � he f i r s �  s e r i ous wor k n I 
• .. .l() nd�::· I·-· i f· he '-'·' i l l  d·:::· t.�� c t. !Y!l..l.l:::h c h.:�. n ·:::;e i ·n t.l· .. !·=· ·::.=� E· n�· t-· .:.. 1 .::l. t. mosph�· r·· e .:d:, t. h�=· 

l o ch n D u r i n g �hose y e a r s  I f e e l � h e ' Mo n s � e r  H u n � i ng ,  a t � i �ude h a s  

com i ng m o r e  � o  t h e f o r e . The e mphas i s  go i r� 

1 i · ... · i "fp� a dep�h of 700 f � , a nd ne m a � ode worms . No m a � � e r  i �  i s  

good � o  know Bob R i ne s h a s · b e e n back , d i pp i ng h 1 s  � oe i n  the l och ag a 1 n .  

Good !·-tu n  t. i n·::?. • 

. JOHt·� C O O P E R  

J o hn w r o � e  i n  r e s p o n se � o  � h e p 1 e c e  abou � �he � i nd i n g of t� e s ma l l bu� 

dE·ep b.::•. ::::. i '!"1 
.:t. ft'!O U. n t. i. Y! ':;:l t.o 

:i. n H I �::: 1 ;;;::9 " He s a i d he h �� a c a s e  of pr i ck l i ng ne ck ha i r � 

done � h at , . •  H i s  s � or y i s : - I n  1 9 7 5  he v i s i � e d  

.John 

ne ::::. ::�. .::.. :::; 
[l l_u-· i ·rP:;! 

a p e r s on i n � e r e s � e d  i n  �he mys � e r y  o f  t he a n l ma l ( s ) i n  �he 

t h a �  � r i p  he v i s i � e d  F o y e r s  a n d m e t  Fr a n k  S e ar l e , wh o t o l d  

dE· ��· F·E·t"· .�·. t. ;:::· J. t::� �·: . •  ::;· �::· n t.o ·:::1e ·1: .. :::: . .::)!'!1.:::· :::. (i '(j .:·r· ·:?.E·.� .. r .: •. Y.!d ·:�·:::· t. 1 t. i n t.o t.!· .. ��:: 

w a t e r . J o h n  e x p l a i ne d  � h a � h i s  s k i l l s l ay i n  t he � i e l d o� e l e c � r o n i cs a nd 

�hat he wou l d  r e s e a r ch �h e pos s i b i l i � y o� produc i ng s a i d sonar � O v e r  the 
ne x t  t w o  y e a r s  he d e s i g n e d  a nd bu i l � a s o n a r  s ys � e m . R e t u r n i ng � o  t he 
l och , w i t h � compan i on , i n  , 7 7 �o c a r r y  o u t  f i e l d t e s t s  .. 

t:.l :i. t. h F t"·.�. nl-o:. S e a r l e  p r o v i d i n g � h e  boa t , J o h n  s ays he s ee ms 
1, ·I· ·-· be i ng about a 1 3  � oo t e r � � h e y  c a r r i e d ou� i n i t i a l  � � i a l s  i n  

t. o t"· �· m.:::· mb .::�· t .. · 

F01: .. .t .:=· !·-· :::. E: .�. 1:=i " 

;_.,1.:;;,:::;. .:;· .;: •. :::. :i. 1 1::1 I t. c l e a r  t h a �  � h e  �� n a r  w o r k e d  we l l  a nd a s t r o n g  e c h o  

l o ch 

d � y s , w h e n  F r a n k  w a s  no t e n g a g e d  i n  h i s  l och - s i de a c t i v i t 1 e s , John and he 
v e n t u r e d  o u t  i n the boat , J ohn g r adua l l y ge t t i ng u � e d  t o  us i ng � he s o n a r . 

Once t h e y  w e r e  s a t i s � i e d t h e  r e s u l t s w e r e  c o r� i s t e � �  a nd r e p e a� ab l e � h e y  

began �ak i ng s o m e  s y s t e m a t i c  d e p t h  da t a � The d a � a  wh i ch is of i n t e r e s t w a s  

ob � a i ne cl a f � e r a l o ng r u n  o� some . m i l e s d i r e c � l y  a l o ng t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  

l o ch � �rom Foye r s  Bay t o  a l i t t l e  b e yond C a s t l e  Ur quhar t . Re ach i ng the e nd 
t- h E- 1::! 

the d e e pe s t  p a r t  o f  the l o ch . Sugge s t i ng � hey 
cru. i ::;. t;:· .:.. t·-· oU.Y!d l i � � l e  and see wh a � max i mum dep�h �hey cou l d  � i ncl .  T h e y  
p r o c e e d e d  t o  . do �ha � � �nd i t  was n o �  t o o  l ong be � c� e t he y  found �he 

de e p e s �  a r e a . The n , s ud cl e n l � , � h e  dep�h r e a d i ngs i nd i c a t e d  a s m a l l bu� 

s i gn i � i c a n � l y  de e p e r p l a ce " The sonar e q u i pm e n � · had a d i s p l ay ca l i br a � e d  

1 n  � e e t , � oge t he r w i � h a n  os c i l l o s c o p e  d i s p l a y w h i ch s h o we d  the a c t u a l 

s i g n� l as r e c i e v e d , w i � hou� � u r t h e r  pr ocess i ng . On �hat d i s p l ay t he sm a l l 

b u t  d e e p e r  p a r � o� � he l 6c h  b e d  was e a s i l y  s e e n . 

John s a y s  h i s  m e m o r i e s of t h e  s i ze o �  the � ho l e � wou l d  i nd i c a t e an 

no � h a n � s a y � 50 me � r e s acr o s s . H �  made n o t e s  on h i s  m�p , 

J.,.d···! i (:l-.. t t· .. p:_::· s .• J .� ... �::. JJ. :=:. i Y't;�:� ·1:_.() 1 ()'::?. 1: .. 1···tE· (]E· r.:� 1: .. t·-t (1.::+. 1� . .  ::;. :t i.J. :::. i 'fp� J. .;;:(t(1Fft.?,.;_t-· l·<. :=.. ()'t''! t_. i···!.;::· :;::. �· .. i()i·-· .::· ·f'()l·-· 

r e � e re n c e  • . He s a i d obv i o u s l y  t h a t  m ake s  t he pos i t i o n da � a i n accu r a t e  but 
. ). 'I:,. 1 E· .). :�::. i: .. 

whe r e  ' E dwards O e e � ' m e n � i onecl i n  N I S  1 2 8 i s � but s a � 1 ng i t  w o u l d  be 
i ni: .. e r·· �:::· ::::. t. i n•::J i ·f  1:JI�.::· 1:::l -�1. 1·"· •=· t.!· .. � �:::· �::; . . �;. iY1E· .. 

H.:::· 
c �=· y, t. r·· .;:�· 

.;:., ;=() !=' *:::1 () ·f· t .. t-tE· rn .:�.F' ,···' ;:_�: l·-, .::.;. r·· t  ... :\ -��- t) i i:.. »::i ()'::t·-·;::·-�. r-· ;:.::· ;::i I_,J i i: .. t .. t .:.. ;;;r:=· :� (.:h:•t_,} "ft i�. t··p=· 

1 o c l· .. 1 i�. i·"p;:r·· �:::· .:;;x·· ·:::· .::1. :::. �-:::· !·-· :i. •:::· ::::. .:::; ·f' ·(:h:::·F•t.h:.=::. n,.:,_ i·"· I·.:.E:· d on :i. i�. .. Be·::; i ·on i ·n�3 
of· f w i � h 750� � - A� r oug h l y h a l �  m i l e  i nt e r v a l s g o i ng n o r t h  

a r e  f i ve cr o s s e � �  w i �h de p � hs i n cr e a s i ng by s t e ps of 5�t . T•1 i s  g i ves 775�t 
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�cr os s � h e  bay , h e �� l and t o  head l a nd . He n o t e s  i t  i s  200 f e e � acT oss w i th 

� i de s  s l op i n g a t  45 de gr e e s  a n d  g o i n g to 8 1 0  � e e t d e e p . T h i s  p u t s  i t  j IJ.:�- t_. 

� u r t h e r  o � t  �•1an th e 200m co n t o ur on the map . Where �he s l op 1 ng bo� t om of 

U r quh a r �  Ba� me e � s �he l o ch � l oo r ( ? ) . 

I t h i nk � h 1 s  1 s  very i n � e r e s t i ng .  We have the � P i s c e s  D e e p ' i n  1 969 � 

�he ' C oo p e r  De e p ' � i n  ' 7 7 and � h e  ' E d w a r ds D e e p ' i n  ' 90 .  A r e  � h e y  a l l � h e  
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s ma l l and at 6k t s  the r e ad i ng s o v e r  2 32m on l y  l as �  f o r  1 0  s e conds or s o  
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1 982 t h e r e  appe a r e d  a n e w  N e s s i e  ph o � ogr aph , � aken 

C a nad i a n o n  h e r  f i r s t  ho l i da� � o  Scot l an d  ( N I S  54 ) "  
b e e n  r ep r oduc e d  

1). ::-: . .:::· d 1 n  

i n  l ow e r  r i gh t  corner 
s m a l l dark s i nuous 
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a n  a d v e r � i s e m e n t  �or V W  c a r s . I t  i s  a v i ew of C a s t l e  

are �wo moor i n g bouys . I n  � h e  m i d- f o r e ground � i s  a 

s i nuous . I � l s o  know �ha� j us t  out of f r �me � o n  t h e  
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